Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 05177 070632Z 

21 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 

/058 W 

034474 

R 07063 1ZIUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8152 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 5177 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: TRIAL OF KIM CHI-HA 

REF: SEOUL 4971 

1 . FIFTH SESSION OF TRIAL OF KIM CHI-HA UNDER ANTI-COMMUNIST 
LAW ON JULY 6 DEVOTED TO TESTIMONY BY SON CHONG-PAK, KIM'S 
FORMER UNIVERSITY CLASSMATE WHO IS NOW SERVING FIVE YEAR PRISON 
TERM FOR VIOLATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY LAW. 

2. RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS FROM PROSECUTOR, SON STATED THAT 
DURING THEIR UNIVERSITY DAYS, HE AND KIM CHI-HA OFTEN TALKED 
ABOUT COMMUNIST THEORY IN GENERAL AND EXCHANGED VIEWS ON 
COMMUNISM. HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT OFFER ANY CONCRETE PROOF THAT 
KIM CHI-HA WAS A COMMUNIST OR THAT HE WAS WORKING TO ESTABLISH 
COMMUNISM IN KOREA. ACCORDING TO SENIOR KOREAN ANALYST OF 
EMBASSY WHO ATTENDED SESSION. SON NOT VERY CONVINCING WITNESS 
AND WHOLE POINT OF HIS TESTIMONY SEEMED TO BE THAT SINCE HE WAS 
COMMUNIST AND FORMER ASSOCIATE OF KIM, THEREFORE, THE POET MUST 
ALSO BE COMMUNIST. NEXT SESSION SCHEDULED FOR JULY 20. 
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